r‘”“‘

k F\A

Government of India
Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports

Department of Sports
**#*##***###

Sub: Tour Report on the visit of Secretary (Sports) to Gold Coast
Australia from 02™ to 08" April, 2018

This is the tour report of the visit of the unde;'signed to Gold Coast, Australia,
from 02" to 08™" April, 2018 to attend the Commonwealth Sports Ministers meeting and
to witness the Commonwealth Games which were held in Gold Coast, Australia.

[ 02™ April, 2018: | .

Attended the officials briefing sessions which were held prior to the meeting of
Commonwealth Sports Ministers to be held on 04" April, 2018. In this meeting, the
agenda of the Commonwealth Sports Ministers meeting was discussed and a draft

communiqué was prepared. Other matters related to the logistics of the visit of Sports
Ministers were also discussed. |

In the evening, there was a reception hosted by the Australian'Sports Ministers

‘and the Secretary General of the Commonwealth Secretariat at Sheraton Grand Hotel in

Gold Coast. |

03" April, 2018:

The Sports Ministers meeting was held in the Ball Room of Sheraton Grand Hotel
in Gold Coast. It commenced at 9.00 AM. This was the 9" Commonwealth Sports
Ministers meeting. It was opened by the Secretary General of Commonwealth, Ms.
Patricia Scotland and it was chaired by Ms. Bridget McKenzei, Sports Minister of
Australia. There were several sessions in the meeting and each agenda item was
thoroughly discussed. The draft communiqué prepared in the officials meeting was
finalized and approved by the Sports Ministers. The communiqué contains the main
issues which were discussed and the decisions taken as well as the future course of
action in relation to these issues (copy of communiqué attachedf

In the evening, | visited the Commonwealth Games Village. Chef-de-Mission, Shri
Vikram Singh Sisodia, and the other officials of the Indian delegation were present during
this visit. Visited the residential area of Indian teams and office of the Chef-de-Mission.
Met a number of Indian sports persons who had arrived in the Village, including Hockey
team, Athletic players, Badminton players and others. Took a tour of the Games Village
and saw the International Zone, Recreation Zone, Welcome Ceremony Area, etc. The
Chef-de-Mission informed that most of the Indian contingent has arrived and has settled
down into their various rooms and also have commenced their practice sessions at
facilities in the Games Village and outside.

04" April, 2018:

Attended the Opening Ceremony of the Commonwealth Games at the Carrara
Main Stadium. Shri Rajiv Mehta, Secretary General, IOA and other delegates from India
were also present. We were transported by coaches from the Games Family Hotel to the
Stadium. Volunteers all along the route were there to guide the guests. The Opening
Ceremony commenced at 8.00 PM. Prince Charles, on behaii of Queen Elizabeth I,
declared the Games open. He read out the Queen’s message which was there in the
Queen’s baton which had travelled from Buckingham Palace to Gold Coast. Ms. P.V.
Sindhu, Olympic Silver medallist was the flag-bearer of the Indian contingent in the
Ceremony. The ceremony lasted about 2 % hours. There had been protests by aboriginal
groups who said that Australia should have nothing to do with Commonwealth in the
light of the atrocities committed during colonial rule. However, protests had been

~ controlled. The ceremony paid homage to the Australian heritage, especially the
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aboriginal heritage. The history of Australia was presented all the way from the time
when Australia was connected to Antarctica represented by a white whale which
migrates 12,000 Kms. from Antarctica to North Queensland. The three significant
landmark decisions associated with the Gold Coast Commonwealth Games were
represented in the Opening Ceremony: ;

(i) Equal number of medals for Men & Women; ’

(ii) There were several events in Paralympics ahd these have been integrated with

the events for able-bodied sports persons; and

(iii) Reconciliation action plan has been orepared to deliver legacy outcomes for
aboriginal and Torres Strait islander people. _

The Opening Ceremony was an impressive show. The athletes, after the march

past, were seated in the main arena so that they could also witness the events of the
Opening Ceremony.

05" April, 2018:

In the forenoon, had a meeting with the officials of Australian Anti Doping
Agency (ASADA) which included the CEO, Mr. David Sharpe and other officials. Matters
on cooperation between ASADA and NADA were discussed. ASADA have developed
advanced systems and processes for intelligence gathering and investigation related to
doping. It was discussed with them that these and other matters of cooperation could

be taken up further and they were requested to visit India to discuss this with India’s
NADA.

In the afternoon, witnessed the events of Table Tennis, Squash and Boxing,

where the Indian players were participating at the Oxenford Studio. Witnessed the
matches in Table Tennis of Manika Batra and Mouma Das, Sourav Ghosal in Squash and
Manoj Kumar in Boxing.

06 April, 2018:

Witnessed the performance of Indian weightlifters at the Weightlifting Arena.
Saw the performance of Sanjita Chanu, Deepak Lather and P. Gururaja.

Also saw some events of Boxing on the same day.

07" April, 2018:

Witnessed the India-Pakistan Hockey match at the Hockey Stadium which ended
in a 2-2 draw. Was also able to witness the 77 kg. event of Weightlifting in which Sathish
Kumar won a Gold medal and Venkat Rahul Ragala got a Gold in 85 kg. category.

.| 08 April, 2018:

Visited the Belmont Shooting Centre in Brisbane to see the Indian contingent
perform in Shooting. Witnessed the 10M Air Pistol events for women in which Manu

Bhaker won the Gold medal and Heena Sidhu won a Silver medal. Also witnessed the
10M Rifle event for men in which Ravi Kumar won a bronze.
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Ninth Commonwealth Sports
Ministers Meeting
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The 9th Commonwealth Sports Ministers Meeting (9CSMM) was held on the
Gold Coast, Queensland, Australia on 3 April 2018. Delegations from 45
Commonwealth nations and territories attended the meeting. The meeting was
opened by Commonwealth Secretary-General, The Rt. Hon Patricia Scotland

QC, and chaired by Senator the Hon. Bridget McKenzie, Minister for Sport,
Australia. |

The meeting was conducted in the context of significant international
momentum on aligning sport policy to the global Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs). In this context, the objective of the meeting was to agree joint

strategies and collective action to strengthen policy coherence to maximise the
benefits of investing in sport.

Strengthening the value and integrity of sport through policy
coherence

Ministers reiterated the valuable contribution sport can make to national
development priorities and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,
stressing that a well governed and inclusive sport environment, with strong

integrity measures and human rights protections, was essential to maximise
impact. Specifically, Ministers:

1. Emphasised the need for sport to be mainstreamed in national
development policies and reaffirmed their commitment to align sport
policy to targeted national development priorities and the Sustainable
Development Goals.

Highlighted the importance of coherent policy that works to enhance
the positive economic, social and environmental impact of sport and
balances investment in participation and high- performance focused

#i o outcomes.
3. Underscored that encouraging participation for all, promoting gender
equality and safeguarding sport participants from abuse and non-
accidental harm are critical components of the good governance of
Sport.
4. Encouraged all sporting stakeholders to take action to address the

.+ 4 environmental impact and sustainability issues associated with sport.
. " Reiterated their strong concern about the global sport integrity
environment and resolved to intensify national action, regional
cooperation and international collaboration to address threats to the




Iintegrity of sport, such as corruption, unethical or illegal behaviour,
match-fixing and doping.

Reaffirmed that protecting the integrity of sport must be a shared
responsibility of governments, sporting organisations, community
groups and industry and called for stronger partnerships between these
fields. These responses must be multidisciplinary and multinational in
nature and require improved information sharing between countries.

Agreed to raise with the Commonwealth Games Federation the
important role of national governments in supporting Commonwealth
Games and concerns about relationships between national
Commonwealth Games Associations and national governments.

Endorsed the Commonwealth Sport Policy Coherence Self-Evaluation

Toolkit as a valuable resource to support the development and
implementation of coherent sport policy.

In considering joint strategies and collective action, Ministers:

.

10.

11.

12.

Agreed to take action to strengthen the alignment and coordination of
sport policy implementation, in particular across government and with
the Commonwealth Games Federation, affiliated member associations
and the broader Commonwealth sport movement, but also working
with a broad range of stakeholders.

Within the context of the broader integrity challenges, called for
Commonwealth member states to support the particular issues of small
and vulnerable states in international fora on sports integrity, so these
initiatives better reflect the diversity of challenges and differing
capacity to respond across Commonwealth member countries.
Endorsed and agreed to support Commonwealth Advisory Body on
Sport (CABOS) to survey the sports integrity environment in the
Commonwealth to quantify the diversity of challenges, vulnerabilities
and capacity to respond across member countries and enable the
development of tools to assist countries to optimise sports integrity
protection frameworks, in particular in small and vulnerable states.
Requested that sport be included in the work undertaken by the
Commonwealth Office for Civil and Criminal Justice Reform and
provided space on the Commonwealth Innovation Hub.

Measuring the contribution of sport to national development
priorities and the Sustainable Development Goals

Ministers reiterated the importance of clearly articulating the benefits of
investing in sport and, to support this process, the need to strengthen
measurement and evaluation of the contribution of sport policy and related

investments to national development priorities and the SDGs. Specifically,
Ministers:

13.

Recognised the transtformative economic value of sport as highlighted
by the growing gross value added of the sports industry. Highlighted
inequities of opportunity at this time across the diversity of
Commonwealth countries and stressed the need for international sport
policy frameworks that support countries to promote inclusive

economic development and social justice to manage the impacts of the
rapid globalisation of sport.
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14.

13.

16.

Agreed that, in addition to previously identified SDGs to which sport
can contribute, sport can also make a valuable contribution to SDG 9
on promoting industry, innovation and infrastructure. Ministers called
for further analysis and action on the role of sport in achieving this
SDG.

Stressed the complexity and challenge of effectively measuring and
evaluating the contribution of sport to non-sport sustainable
development outcomes.

Supported further international collaboration to strengthen
measurement and evaluation of sport policy, notably through
alignment with Action 2 of the Sixth International Conference of
Ministers and Senior Officials Responsible for Physical Education and

Sport (MINEPS VI) Sport Policy Follow-up Framework and Kazan
Action Plan aimed at developing common indicators and data sets.

In considering joint strategies and collective action, Ministers:

17.

18.

19.

Endorsed and committed to support the mapping of national sport
policies against prioritised SDGs and the identification of existing
measurement processes and available data on sport and the SDGs.
Requested that the Commonwealth Secretariat establish a high level
technical working group and broader learning alliance on measuring
the contribution of sport to the SDGs. They emphasised that the
technical working group should contribute to the work of the
Commonwealth Advisory Body on Sport on this issue and have
representation that retlects the diversity of the Commonwealth.
Encouraged the development of practical guidance and model

indicators to support the measurement and evaluation of the
contribution of sport to the SDGs.

Sport as a means for promoting human rights

Ministers acknowledged that promoting human rights in and through sport is

an essential component of maximising sport’s role and potential as an enabler
of sustainable development. Specifically, Ministers:

20.

2]
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23,
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Reaffirmed that it i1s essential to protect, respect and fulfil the human
rights of all involved in the delivery of sport, physical education and
physical activity and emphasized the importance of developing
appropriate policies and frameworks that aim to protect and promote
human rights in sport, and of communicating progress and lessons
learnt.

Highlighted the importance of protecting the rights of athletes engaged
1n the globalised sport arena.

Supported increased collaboration on sport and human rights between
governments, the Commonwealth sports movement, private sector,

civil society groups and human rights bodies, including through the
Commonwealth Forum of National Human Rights Institutions, and

agreed where feasible to engage with these processes to enhance
policies and frameworks.

Noted the CABOS paper on the implications for sport policy of states’
obligations under international human rights conventions.
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24.

Tasked CABOS to develop a consensus statement on
promoting human rights in and through sport for consideration
by the 10th Commonwealth Sports Ministers Meeting.

Commonwealth cooperation to promote a cohesive sport policy

agenda

Ministers stressed the value of the Commonwealth’s global leadership on sport
and the SDGs and importance of continued cooperation on sport and social
policy issues. Specifically, Ministers:

23.

26.

o

28.

29,

30.

31,

L.

Encouraged continued alignment and coherence between
regional, Commonwealth and international sport policy
cooperation platforms. Ministers affirmed that the MINEPS
Sport Policy Follow-up Framework is a valuable reference
point to support the development and implementation of
coherent sport policy.

Welcomed the contribution, impact and evolving governance of
the Commonwealth sports movement. They highlighted the
value of the Commonwealth Games and Youth Games in
promoting and advancing Commonwealth values.

Commended the achievement of the Gold Coast 2018
Commonwealth Games as the first major international multi-
sport event to offer an equal number of medals for men and
women, for presenting the largest para-sport programme in
Games history and in implementing a Reconciliation Action
Plan to deliver legacy outcomes for Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander people. They recognised the legacy of the
Glasgow 2014 and Gold Coast 2018 Commonwealth Games
and looked forward to the Birmingham 2022 Games.

Supported the inclusion of a dedicated outcome on sport and
sustainable development in the Commonwealth Secretariat’s
Strategic Plan 2017/18 — 2020/21 and affirmed the value of the
Secretariat’s technical assistance, policy analysis and capacity
building on sport and the SDGs.

Received with appreciation the recommendations of the
CABOS, agreed to consider nominating a senior official for the
next CABOS membership cycle and affirmed the value of the
alignment of CABOS to Commonwealth Sports Ministers
Meeting cycles.

Endorsed the expansion of the Commonwealth Youth Sport for
Development and Peace Network so as to engage local focal
points across the diversity of the Commonwealth.

Requested an update on the joint strategies and collective

action in this Communique at the 10th Commonwealth Sports
Ministers Meeting and proposals for subsequent action for
Ministers to consider.

Agreed to be role models for their nations to demonstrate the
benefits from sport and physical activity and proposed that
tuture CSMMs include a social sporting activity for Ministers
and officials, to be referred to as CSMM walking the talk.



33. Thanked and commended the Government of Australia for
chairing and hosting a successful and action-orientated

meeting, and wished the country every success in hosting the
Gold Coast 2018 Commonwealth Games.

34. Agreed to meet again in the margins of the Tokyo 2020
Olympic and Paralympic Games.
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